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YACHTING LIFE
BOAT TEST

DESIRABLE DEHLER

Andi Robertson heads for the Bay of Palma to
put the new Dehler 42 through its paces.
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should. What is good too is that the sail
conimis garner an obwviogns oS poneE
accehmration when the sheets are eased
slightly ts obvious and yet the boat
climbs nicely on the foils upuwind, Tike o
trwe thoroielbead.

We set the gennaker with caze. It
winald be remiss not to mention that oy
esteemisd counterpart from Gemtany's
Yocht magazine failed to tie on the kibe
bag, dumrmbopl, and il went in the s,

A such il proved a great test of the
Diehller 42's manceuvrability, All the
same tha man overbaard axercise was
in vain and fhe bag is sHIT oot thare
somaerwhers.

All that drama nobwithstanding, the
42 swiched along with case, cascading to
doubli: figures in the moderale breexze,
There was not enough wind to really
pueh her over but for sure the boat is
quick encugh fo do zome damage on
passags raced, wilhs a nicis l::lnE. et
waterline langth,

There are two different interior
opEions, Fwio micmor image symmeltrical
double cabins aft with heads opposite
the nav station and a second heads )
shoveer rooimn in the forward cabin

Wondwork finish is mahogany and fhe
calzin soles are Australian acacia, @ nice
Elonde wood that enhances the feeling
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of Tight and space. Options ane American
cherrv or teak for ghe furnimure, and
Mece mero (very dark) or teak and holly
for the cabin soles. There ame loads of
owerhead hatches and opaning windows
along the skdes 1o ventilate and light the
intertor

Crverall i & high marks all round the
far the new Diehler 42. 1 enjoyed the sail
immensely, if is great bo sail 8 well set
up pertormance ceuiser fresh from the
Wk per, which is TE.:rJ:r 1] Prr.l:nm'l.
With just the three of us we could push
hard or sit back and let the boat do the
work.

Coest wige, Miles Stratton based in
Inspiration Marine's Scottish base
at Kip Marina conflerned that a new
Dehler 42, deliversd i:-l'&l‘.-'it'{ltlandr full}'
coanmEsioned, ready to oo with teak
intericr, Elvgtrom (FCL) performance
cruising sails with batten cars, full
cruising pack, comprehensive B&G
mavigation pack, Lewmar race winches
and imcluding Cerman mainshest
sysbem for casy sail handling, comes
ab £199,999 inc WAT.
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at Boot in Dusseldosd earlier this

yiear and since then has attracted
comeiderable attention with 17 boats
#0ld already snd muny more potentials
in the pipeline.

[n the: UK Inspiration Marise have one
new 42 already sold to a previous Hanse
owner and are on the point of taking
deposits on another bwo or three.

From the design house of Judel ¢
Vealijls the 42 s a particularly good
Incking boat, The bull shows a good mix
of form stability but with a low drag, a
relatively slender canos body and a low
wiitted surfaco.

The performani lneﬁtage of the
Dehler marque is evident with the
plumb stent and minimal overhangs, bt
thiz stern sections are modest, powerful
enwuigh, and yet there's no [at bottom to
drag arounsd.

Iti= definilely & performance eruiser
ideal for a couple of couples or a family
with teenagars to push hind in comfort,
swillowing miles with ease. I love the
window line, It's different without being
Loy “im youe face” or garish, and the litde
letterbon windows tn the hull sicke really
add to the fook.

A part of the Harse goap, Dehler
enjoy the economies of scale, keeping
the prices seceible, and yet for sure
it remains a sought after upper mid-
market marque, Their production
methods and finish are arguably
industry leading and the quality
continwes to rise steadly.

The huali is of vacuum infused foam
construction with afl bulbheads bonded
boe the el Al dhe internal laminates are
sealied with a lopooat. The main leads of
the keel and rig ase taken up by carbon
reinforced floor beams,

The deck is GRI sandwich with a
tracitional balsa core with alumisium
backings for all key fillings laminated 1o
the principal moulding,

As such the 42 is something of a
platform for owners o spec up o their
o dlesires, You can go with 3D sails
for example and the full carbon rig, deep
iron/ lead competition T keel and go
racing quite serioasly. And you'd hawve
an RO ORC reatta winner 1 am sure

O vou can go fast erudsing and do
the cecasional club race and the fikes of
West Highland Week or Soottish Series
CYCA with the standard package thal
I sailed in Ialma at the global press
Taureh

There 1z also a shallow L shaped kel
drawing 1.8m as opposed ta the 2.4m
Col; race vérsion or 2] standard,

The cockpit is really excellent., |
lowed the big, fold down transom. [t
is super simple to operate and gives a
big swimming and boarding platiorm.
We docked stern fo in Palma and
suddenly it all makes sense, loading and
unloading the boat with ease.

T HE DEHLER 42 was launched

The twin whesls are pedestal
monntid, independent of the cockpit
structure, That means you can sit with
e leg either side of the whoel, or
beside your timmer, both with good
secure fuotholds and seating. There is
Imards of space at the back of the cockpit

The main table is of a good size,
modest and workinanlike rather than
masgive and there are excellent slanting
faces absove the cockpit seats for
instruminl mownting,

The sail controla aee a1l led aft. The
German mainsail system is controlled by
Lewmar 530 winches which are stopped
just forward on the coaming while the
headsail winches are conventionally

—————

sited just Forward of the malm,

There are ample stainless handrails
on the table, an the coachrood edge and
at the companionway, And thers is an
excellent, subtle moulded toe rail.

Olur test boat which is to be based in
Barcelona had the teak Anish on the side
decks and bow which | nether Tiked.

A perfect aflernoon sea breeze and
spring sun=hine in the Doy of ["alma
puls a posibive slant on just about
everything, But the new Dehler 42
really needs no anificial swesteners, no
enhancement at all, I sadied boautifully,

Upwind it really needed no attention
to the helm at all, tracking Beautifully
with a rice narsow line and plenty of
power, And yet it felt stiff and sweet Wi
were fortunate o have Carl Debler on
board, Great company, but also a living,
breathing reminder that the brand is
true to its family soots.

Carl sl races a Dehles, he has a
iricked out pew 38 which he campaipgng
in Meorthern Geemany, but he is
pessicnetely devoted to the brasd.

There are no corners cut with the
42, it woarks as it should and zails as it




